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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment received 3/4/2008. Claims 1 -1 0 are 
pending. Claims 1, 5 and 8-10 have been amended. The abstract has been amended, 
and the previous objection to the specification on the grounds of abstract length has 
been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed March 4 th , 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

3. Applicant first argues that "according to Gercekci et al., in a stop operation mode 
shown in Fig.1 , a second switch circuit (T3) is turned on, and a direct current flows 
through an amplifier (T2) via T3 and L. In such a state, since there is a resistance 
component (on resistance) in a current pathway between the drain and the source of 
T3, a part of the source voltage of T3 is returned to a gate terminal of T2 via R. 
Therefore, the oscillation does not completely stop." 

4. This argument is not persuasive. Gercekci et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,272,736, 
hereinafter "Gercekci") explicitly discloses a start-stop oscillator (see abstract, title). 
While in the stop mode, Gercekci explicitly discloses that no oscillation signals are 
generated (see col. 2, 63-66 and Fig. 4B). 

5. Applicant then argues that while Gercekci discloses an output gate circuit 38, the 
current application has no gate circuit and is intended to prevent the slight leakage that 
occurs in the convention structure. The examiner notes that the claims contain no 
language limiting the scope of the claim to not include an output gate circuit. Although 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,871 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2817 

the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed.Cir. 1993). 

6. Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (c) because they do not 
clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view 
of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Further, 
they do not show how the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gercekci et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,272,736, as cited by applicant and hereinafter 
Gercekci). Gercekci discloses an oscillator (Fig.1 ) comprising: an oscillation unit with an 
amplifier (T2), an LC resonator (C1 ,C2,L) connected to the amplifier, the LC resonator 
having an inductance (L) coupled in parallel with a capacitance (C2, through C1), which 
resonates at a predetermined resonant frequency (inherent behavior of an oscillator), 
and a feedback circuit (R) which performs positive feedback to the amplifier (T2), the 
oscillation unit outputting an oscillation signal having a frequency determined by the 
resonant frequency of the LC resonator (L1 ,C1 , and C2 act as a resonant tank that 
determines the resonant frequency); a first switch circuit (T1) which is connected to a 
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power supply unit (Vdd) to an amplifier of the oscillation unit (T2), which turns off an 
electric power supply to the amplifier during a period where non-oscillating state and 
turned on after an input (28) to set the oscillation unit in an oscillation state (col. 3, 6-36); 
and a second switch circuit (T3) which is connected to the power supply unit (Vdd) to 
the LC resonator of the oscillation unit, which turns on in a period immediately before 
the pulse signal is input (when 28 is a digital high, node B is a digital high and switch T3 
is on. When the signal switches to low, T3 is turned off, T1 is turned on, and the 
oscillation unit oscillates; col. 3,6-51 ; Fig.1 ), so that activation of an oscillation operation 
of the oscillation unit is accelerated (since energy remains in the resonator, col.4, 50-52, 
T3 must inherently accelerate the start up of the oscillator in comparison to a similar 
circuit without the priming transistor T3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gercekci 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,272,736) in view of Miya et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,446,419, 
hereinafter Miya). Gercekci discloses the limitations of claim 1, but does not explicitly 
disclose the LC resonator being formed by a quarter-lambda transmission path. The 
examiner asserts that such a resonator is well known in the art. Miya discloses using 
such a resonator in order to provide a more stable operation (col.1 ,39-58). Therefore, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have used a well known quarter-lambda transmission line, as disclosed by 
Miya, in the resonator of the circuit of Gercekci in order to have provided the benefits of 
a more stable resonator. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 3 and 5-1 0 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan J. Johnson whose telephone number is (571)270- 
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1264. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 5:00 
pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Pascal can be reached on 571-272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/RJJ/ 

/Robert Pascal/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2817 



